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Contact Information:




Name:

Carina Hilbert


Room:  
902
Phone:

269 337-0570 ext. 3902
Cell Phone:
269 986-6067
E-mail:

hilbertce@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us
Website:
http://carinahilbert.weebly.com
Education: Bachelor’s degree in English, Secondary Education track, with a minor in Spanish from Mount Vernon Nazarene University; completing in March a master’s degree in English as a Second Language from the University of Southern California’s Rossier Online program  
Course Description: 6th Grade Spanish is a 12 week (one trimester long) course taught primarily through themed units, daily practice, and the use of the TPRS method (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling). There is no prerequisite. The students will be taught over 100 of the highest frequency words spoken in Spanish through a fluency-based method of storytelling and reading. They will also learn helpful vocabulary such as numbers, months, days, etc. Students must actively read and listen to Spanish stories and respond in Spanish to frequent questions to learn and to do well in the class. Students will be learning to read, write, and speak in Spanish as well as understand basic conversations.
Major Instructional Goals:
Students will learn to speak basic Spanish with an emphasis on successful conversation. They will also be able to read whole stories in Spanish. Their ability to understand and speak basic spoken Spanish will improve significantly by the end of the course.
Materials Required: Students are required to have their I.D., a ½” three ring binder or a folder/section within their main binder set aside just for Spanish, writing utensils, reading book, and homework calendar at all times.  
Management System: We use the Responsible Thinking Process at Hillside Middle School, and that process will be used in this class in addition to practicing classroom procedures and positive reinforcement.
Coursework: Students will learn in class by listening to, reading, and speaking Spanish as much as possible. They will also work to improve their Spanish writing in this course.  This requires that the students listen, bring required materials and respond in Spanish when questioned.  They learn best when they hear and speak the language frequently.  Therefore, a portion of the grade in this class is for class participation.
Texts:  
Exprésate Spanish I, Holt 

New Mini-Stories for Look, I Can Talk! Blaine Ray

*NOTE* Much of the course material will be supplemented. 
Grading:

Assignments and Course Work – 10%

Homework – 10%

Quizzes and Tests – 60%

Common Growth Assessment (Final Exam) – 20%
Grading Scale: 90 – 100 A, 80 – 89 B, 70 – 79 C, 60 – 69 D, 59 and below – Redo or F

Late Work:

I teach Spanish using the mastery model, which means that students will have opportunities to re-take assessments both in class and after class, and that also means that I do not charge late grades.  All work is due by the last day of the marking period, and students will not lose any points for turning it in late, should they do so.  After a marking period ends, late homework will no longer be accepted from the old marking period.
Missed Work: 

a) It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the homework assignments, notes & any other pertinent information that is missed during an absence.  They can get handouts and more from the lesson plans posted on the classroom website.
b) Missed work due to an absence: Additional time and full credit will be allowed for each day of an absence. Work missed during an absence must be completed. Exceptions will be made in unique, deserving situations as determined by the teacher and/or administrator. 
Tutoring:

I stay after school every day until at least 3pm, though most Mondays and Wednesdays are taken up with meetings.  If a student is failing or needs extra help, it is that student’s responsibility to come after school for tutoring or the chance to make up missing work or take/re-take an assessment.  It is best for the student to look for the posted tutoring times on the board every week to know when I will be there for sure.  If all else fails, students and parents can email me to set up a time.
Note from the teacher: I love teaching Spanish!  The kids and I have a lot of fun together, and we all learn a great deal from one another. I am so excited to work with you to open the world of languages to your child.  Thanks for everything you continue to do to prepare your child for success in school. 
Your partner in education,

Carina Hilbert
Please fill out the form below, and return it to Ms. Hilbert:

______________________________________________________________________________________

PRINTED STUDENT NAME:   __________________________________

We have reviewed the course syllabus for Ms. Hilbert’s Spanish course.


Parent/Guardian Signature
 

Student Signature
   

  
      Date

Phone numbers where parent/guardian can be reached.   
________________ primary










________________ alternate

Email Address:  __________________________________

Hillside Middle School


1941 Alamo Ave.  


Kalamazoo, MI  49006


Scott Millin, Principal


PH (269)-337-0570   Fax: (269)-337-1618











